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Abstract

In an era of complex strategic interactions, the adoption and continuity of grand foreign policies require a
profound understanding of the internal and external stabilizing factors. The 25-year long-term cooperation
agreement between Iran and China stands as a prominent example of foreign policymaking that has endured
despite domestic and international challenges. This article applies the Advocacy Coalition Framework (ACF)
to analyze the reasons for this resilience. The analytical components include the structure and agency of actors
within the supporting coalition, a comparison of the strategies of the pro- and anti-agreement coalitions, the
impact of major political events, and the process of policy-oriented learning. The findings indicate that the
quantitative and qualitative superiority of the pro-agreement actors, coupled with their use of coherent and
proactive strategies in reproducing a supportive discourse, have been key factors in stabilizing this agreement.
Conversely, the opposing coalition has failed to present a coherent alternative or exert effective pressure.
Furthermore, developments in the international environment and the lessons learned from these developments
by policymaking institutions have reinforced the priority of cooperation with reliable partners such as China.
Consequently, the combination of these factors within this theoretical framework explains the stability of this
policy within Iran's foreign policymaking constellation.
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