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Abstract

This study seeks to investigate policymaking and governance of cyberspace in Iran through an analysis of the
approaches adopted by political factions. Cyberspace has emerged as one of the most central and contentious
political, social, and security issues in the Islamic Republic of Iran. Political factions in the country have
adopted divergent approaches toward this domain, leading to a wide range of consequences. Policymaking in
this area is largely grounded in various theoretical frameworks, each rooted in distinct political and
philosophical schools of thought. Accordingly, the primary aim of this research is to provide an analysis of
policymaking for the governance of cyberspace in Iran by addressing the following central question: What are
the objectives of the “User Rights Protection and Regulation of Social Media Platforms Plan” from the
perspective of Iranian political factions?

The study employs a qualitative content analysis methodology. Data were collected through 17 semi-structured
interviews with experts and specialists, including members of the Supreme Council of Cyberspace and the
parliamentary Regulatory Commission, as well as university faculty members and political analysts affiliated
with different political currents in Iran. Data gathering proceeded until theoretical saturation was reached, after
which qualitative content analysis was applied to process and interpret the findings.

The results indicate that policymaking and governance of cyberspace in Iran constitute a multidimensional and
highly contested arena, in which policy outcomes are consistently shaped by profound disagreements among
political factions. These divergences stem from differences in intellectual foundations, political ideologies,
ethical values, and strategic objectives, all of which directly influence the formulation of proposed policies
regarding cyberspace governance. Ultimately, the study concludes by presenting several policy
recommendations aimed at enhancing control mechanisms and improving the overall governance of cyberspace
in Iran.
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