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Abstract

Background and Objective: Public policy evaluation is a key instrument for enhancing institutional
accountability and improving the quality of governance. However, within the governance system of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, this mechanism has not yet been systematically institutionalized in legislative and
bureaucratic processes and remains largely confined to procedural oversight. This study aims to explain the
role of public policy evaluation in strengthening institutional accountability at both the legislative and
bureaucratic levels and to identify the institutional mechanisms influencing this process.

Method: This study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach with a qualitative orientation and employs
document analysis as its primary research method. In this regard, upstream laws and regulations, official reports
of oversight bodies, and legislative and policy research documents are examined and institutionally interpreted
within a three-dimensional analytical framework comprising policy learning, stakeholder participation, and
institutional transformation.

Findings: The findings indicate that the absence of legal requirements for ex-ante and ex-post evaluations, the
dominance of procedural oversight over impact-oriented evaluation, weak information transparency, limited
public access to evaluation results, and the lack of an independent evaluation body have disrupted the policy
learning cycle, weakened stakeholder participation, and undermined the transformative function of policy
evaluation. Ultimately, this situation has led to the formation of a self-reinforcing cycle of institutional
inefficiency and the weakening of accountability at both the legislative and bureaucratic levels.

Conclusion: The results demonstrate that institutionalizing policy evaluation in Iran requires the establishment
of binding legal frameworks, strengthening the institutional independence of evaluation, enhancing analytical
capacities, improving data transparency, and creating a structural linkage between evaluation results and
decision-making processes. Fulfilling these requirements can transform policy evaluation from a formalistic
tool into an institutional reform engine and a mechanism for strengthening accountability within Iran’s
governance system.
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