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Abstract

The efficacy of a state's foreign policy is fundamentally contingent upon its alignment with contemporary
global conditions and systemic dynamics. As national capabilities and constraints evolve, governments are
compelled to conduct continuous strategic reassessments of their internal and external environments,
recalibrating previous policy frameworks accordingly. The administration of Ebrahim Raisi represented a
distinct phase wherein Iran’s regional diplomacy underwent a significant reorientation. This article addresses
three central research questions concerning this policy shift: First, what were the core strategic objectives
underpinning the Raisi administration's pursuit of its 'Neighborhood Policy'? Second, what specific imperatives
governed the development of relations with Iran's southern neighbors under this framework? Third, what
principal obstacles impeded the policy's implementation by the thirteenth administration? Utilizing an
explanatory-analytical methodology, the study identifies four principal objectives: geo-economic order-
building, diversification of geo-economic spheres of influence, institutionalizing regional stability and mutual
understanding, and countering the alignment of Arab states with Israel. The analysis further delineates the
policy's operational imperatives across four dimensions: adopting a strategic orientation centered on alliance
and coalition-building; assuming and executing a foreign policy role as a mediating and bridging state;
refraining from provocative and destabilizing actions within the region; and aligning Iran's security priorities
with those of its neighbors while accepting collective responsibility for regional security. Moreover, the
obstacles to policy implementation are systematically examined across three analytical levels: national
(domestic), regional, and international, highlighting the multifaceted challenges confronting this diplomatic
initiative.
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